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MPRIM including NSUASE, ODUMASE and PAMPUASE
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This note is based on visits to the village and interviews with the Chief 
and community on several occasions, most recently 20 July, 2011
Chief: Nana Oteng Wiredu Ababio 
Elders: Nana Kondu Yiadom II, Ikyeme Amponsa, Nana Dwomo Kwabena 
Nana Adom Kwaku, Nana Opoku Kofi 
Mprim (pop.6,000) comprises some 400 households spread between three villages: - Pampuase (pop.4,000), Odomasi (pop.1,000) and Nsuasi (pop.1,000).  They are situated alongside an untarred road, some 8kms from Mampong, its nearest market town. 
The people are subsistence farmers, growing cocoa, palm oil, oranges, yam, maize, plantain, vegetables and teak.  They told us they never suffer hunger and occasionally sell surplus produce.  
Most women work on the farms, but others sell fish or vegetables, or fast food (for people coming home hungry from work), including do'nuts and kenkey.  The diet is based on yam, cassava and plantain, with smoked fish from the market.  Meat is eaten only at festivals. There is no electricity.
The village is amazingly proactive, for example, it appealed to Ashanti Development in London by emaill for help with its water supply several years ago.  Unfortunately we could find no way to help, but found a donor to give them a gari mill and corn starch machine.  Since then, the community has bought a vegetable grinding machine and three farms to use as cooperatives for their young people.  They aim to run these in tandem with the gari mill.  They ask us for farm support and say they want to improve their lives and become 'big time farmers.' 
We find this impressive.  We have never come across a village which so quickly exploited the opportunity offered them in the shape of the original gari machine.
Water and Sanitation
With the failure of several boreholes Mprim’s water problem was that they had access only to water from a distant and polluted stream.  They kept this for washing, and bought drinking water from tankers.  This last is not a safe option, since there is no redress if the tanker fails to arrive.
In 2009 Ashanti Development drilled a successful borehole near Nsuase and offered to sell the borehole rights to the Millenium Development Authority to pipe water around all three villages.   Since then, the Authority has tried unsuccessfully to drill a second borehole as a back-up if the first fails. If they don’t succeed, they will not develop the borehole and we will install a handpump for local use.    We therefore await the decision of the Millennium Development Authority.  
Mprim's sanitation is dire.  They have no adult communal latrines of any sort.  Apart from some 20-30 households which have constructed household latrines, all 6,000 people use the bush.   There was one main rubbish tip for the three communities, and many satellite tips.
Health
The community said that their worst sicknesses were malaria and diarrhoea. When they are sick, they go to Mampong Hospital for treatment.  The infant mortality rate was around the average for the area, ie two out of ten babies died.  The rate would probably have been higher but for the nearness to Mampong Hospital.  Mprim also has an ante-natal traditional birth attendant.
Schools
The kindergarten has three classes.  There is no kindergarten building so a shed is used.  There are two primary school buildings each with six classrooms, catering for 450 children, and two Junior High School buildings of three classrooms each.   The kindergarten and primary school together have 480 children.  With an average of 30 per class, the schools are not over-crowded.   Apart from the kindergarten, the schools have latrines and the local authority has promised to provide rainwater harvesting to the school at Nsuase.  
Miscellaneous
The following churches are active - Presbyterian, Methodist, Catholic, Pentecostal, Seventh Day Adventists, Assemblies of God, Islam, Hamadian (also Islam), three traditional religions.
The village says its main needs are for a kindergarten, latrines, healthworkers, farm support, microcredit, a clinic.  It has both a Unit Committee, (five members including one woman) and a Water and Sanitation Committee (three women and four men).
History
The community originated in Ayase in the Ashanti Region.  They settled in many places and finally in Old Mampong where they were attacked by lions.  The King of Mampong therefore allowed them to move to Nsuase, where they installed Yiadom-Boakye as their king.  Others joined them, but Yiadom-Boakye told the newcomers to form a new community at Pampuase.  
The people of Odumase originated from Apaa and at first settled at Opinionkrom.  They found it too isolated so decided to move back to Apaa.  On their way, they met Yiadom-Boakye’s nephew and discovered they were from the same clan.  Yiadom-Boakye gave them permission to settle under a very big tree called Oduma, so they named the place Odumase, ie under the Oduma.  Because of that, the three communities which form Mprim have a common leader. 
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The Chief of Mprim (5th from the left) and Elders visiting the Ashanti Clinic
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Mprim’s Gari Mill








